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General Overview
 Powered Industrial Trucks (PITs) at Otis College of Art and Design include 

forklift and scissor-lift devices

 Only trained and authorized personnel can operate PITs

 PIT Drivers are responsible for always following safety procedures as outlined 
by Cal/OSHA 

 PIT Driver certification classes (valid for 3 years upon completion) can be 
arranged by contacting Environmental Health & Safety



Operating a Forklift
Cars are different from forklifts:

 Cars steer from the front

 Forklifts steer from the rear

 Cars have a four-point suspension with shock

 Forklifts have a three-point suspension and solid tires

 PITs must be only operated in designated areas with adequate ventilation

 All PIT Drivers must never exceed the floor load rating and always secure any 
unstable loads before starting the vehicle

 When around PITs, never stand on or in front of or pass under elevated forks, 
regardless if the PIT is loaded or not.



Forklift Stability Triangle

Always be mindful of the maximum load a PIT is allowed to carry; be 
sure to check before the limit before attempting to pick-up a load! 



Safety Rules for PIT Drivers
 Do not exceed the following speed limits

o No more than 3 to 5 mph indoors

o No more than 10 mph outside

 Obey all traffic regulations

 Use the 3 truck length or 3 second rule when following other vehicles or PITs

 When operating a forklift and traveling with a load, the forks should be no less 
than 8 - 12 inches above the floor

 A PIT is considered unattended if the operator is out of sight of the device or 
more than 25 ft (8 m) away



Safety Rules for PIT Drivers
 No one other than the driver will ride on the forklift

 No one will ride on the forks of a forklift

 If the load obstructs the forward view, the forklift  must travel in reverse

 PIT drivers must look in direction of travel and only when all persons are clear

o Pedestrians always have the right-of-way 

 Never pass at intersections, blind spots or dangerous locations

 Always slow down and sound the horn at blind locations

 Do not use a PIT to tow or push other PIT, another vehicle or other equipment

 Do not jump from a moving PIT



When in doubt, check the Code! 
 For current regulations for powered industrial truck operation, safety, and 

driver certification, please refer to: http://www.dir.ca.gov/title8/3664.html



Thank you and please direct any follow-up 
questions regarding this presentation to 

pzaretskiy@otis.edu

Please proceed to the next slide for instructions on how to 
receive a certificate of training for this presentation



Instructions for Submitting the Environmental Health and 
Safety On-line Training Confirmation Form

 Fill out all required fields and select the title of the completed training module from the 
drop-down menu box

 Click the “Attach form to e-mail” icon

 Once a pop-up window will appears, click “Send Copy”



Instructions for Submitting the Environmental Health and 
Safety On-line Training Confirmation Form

 A new Outlook E-mail message will appear with your Confirmation Form as an 
attachment; be sure to put pzaretskiy@otis.edu as one of the recipients and the click 
“Send” to complete the process!

 Please note that reviewing this presentation alone is not a good substitute for attending 
the training itself, as additional discussion of topics along with Q & A are often not fully 
covered by the slides. Training sessions covering various health and safety topics will be 
regularly announced.



Environmental Health and Safety 
On-Line Training Confirmation Form

Click the link below to start

http://www.otis.edu/sites/default/files/EHS_Online_Traning_Certificate.pdf
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